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IN THE BEGINNING . . .

ÅESTABLISHED 1952
ïDƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ 

ïMontana Highway Commission 

ïAmerican Legion Post #27

ÅThe unique idea of marking fatal traffic accident sites with a 
white cross was the brainchild of Floyd Eaheart, a member of 
Hellgate Post #27 in Missoula after 6 lives were lost in that 
area over the 1952 Labor Day Holiday.
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APPROVAL

ÅThe Montana Highway Commission (now MDT) approved the 
program in January 1953 with the blessing of the then 13th 
governor of Montana, J. Hugo Aronson

ÅThe safety program started out as a county and later district 
project for the Missoula American Legion Post. However, the 
idea was soon adopted as a statewide program. 
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ÅOperates under a Letter of Instruction signed by the Director 
of MDT, David A. Galt on November 5, 2001. 

ÅIn January 2007 the Director of Montana Department of 
Transportation, Jim Lynch, was instrumental in getting the 
American Legion Highway Fatality Marker Program included 
on the Official Montana Highway Map and at all highway 
entrances into Montana.
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