
The USS Montana is scheduled to be commissioned in early 2021.  A cookbook is being 

developed, a copy of which will be provided to each of the crew members.  Extra copies will be 

printed and available for sale for the anticipated cost of $25, all of which will also go to support 

the crew of the USS Montana. Private funds will pay the cost of printing the cookbook.   

 

Because this book is for the USS Montana, the idea is to include special recipes that certain 

communities are known for, such as Cornish Pasties from Butte or the famous Monte Cristo from 

the Northern Hotel in Billings.  Also to be included is information about our unusual and historic 

sites, important military people and historical events, and other information that is significant to 

communities around our great state; for example, the Great Montana Sheep Drive in Reed Point, 

possibly associated with a fantastic lamb recipe.  Fort Benton has a number of local people who 

have risen to the level of General and Admiral.  Short summaries of their service could be 

included and hopefully include recipes from their individual families or the area.  Information 

and recipes from significant historical families or public servants, such as our Congressional 

delegation, would also be welcome.  The intent is to have a paragraph or two about the 

place/person/event with each of these informational bits accompanied by a relevant recipe from 

the area.  The plan is to offer the "flavor" of our state to anyone who opens the cookbook.   

 

The key to the success of this book is for people from individual communities to send in their 

relevant information and recipe. The hope is to have information that represents all parts of our 

state.  What makes a particular community unique? Is there something special the community is 

known for?  Why should someone come to visit?  There is no expense to anyone other than 

postage and minor printing costs for those who send items through the mail.  There is no 

advertising.  Again, the plan is to develop a cookbook that represents as many of our local 

communities as possible.  Editing of the information might be necessary to aid in formatting as 

well as for brevity and content as there will be a limit to the number of pages to be contained in 

the book. 

Articles and recipes would be attributed to whomever provided them. 

 

Send information, inquiries, or orders for the cookbook to:  Joy Mariska, P.O. Box 3513, 

Billings, MT  59103 or jamariska2@gmail.com 


