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Here’s to Girls State 
Words and music by Haroldene Anne Heeren 

Hemingford, NE 

 

 

FIRST VERSE 

Raise your voices, raise them high. 

Sing to Girl’s state, and here’s why.  

Look to Girl’s State and you’ll find tomorrow’s leaders of mankind. 

 

CHORUS 

We are the future builders. Builders in a band. 

And we come from Girl’s State, the best State in the land. We are up and 

coming, progressive, kind and strong. 

And to our own Girl’s State we proudly sing our song. 

 

SECOND VERSE 

Of our leaders, we will learn. 

‘Cause someday, ‘twill come our turn, 

To fulfill their utmost plan. 

A lasting peace for ev’ry man. 

 

Repeat CHORUS 
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Welcome to the 73rd year of Montana’s American Legion Auxiliary Girls State Program!   

ALA Girls State is the premier program for teaching young women about the democratic process 

and how our republic works at the state and national levels. Guided by the principle, “For God 

and Country”, the program epitomizes the Auxiliary’s mission to honor those who have brought 

us our freedom by continuing to train young women to be leaders grounded in patriotism and 

Americanism. My hope is that you will develop your leadership skills, an appreciation for active 

citizenship and a lasting foundation for personal and professional growth. Be active, unafraid to 

put yourself out there and, most of all, enjoy your week. It truly is up to you to make this week 

the best learning experience possible. To add to the overall event, stay positive, constructive and 

helpful and the knowledge, memories and friendships gained at ALA MT Girls State will last 

you a lifetime. 

 

Blessings for a wonderful week! 

 

Jen Dalrymple 

Director, Montana Girls State 2021 

  



 

 

GIRLS STATE PLEDGE OF CITIZENSHIP 

MY AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP IS A PRICELESS HERITAGE, AND I BELIEVE IN THE 

CONSTITUTION FORM OF GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. IT 

GIVES ME THE RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS OF DEMOCRACY. 

 

IT IS, THEREFORE, MY OBLIGATION TO MAKE MYSELF A WORTHY CITIZEN IN MY 

COMMUNITY, STATE AND NATION.  

 

SINCE I AM HERE TO PRACTICE GOVERNMENT IN ACTION, I RESOLVE TO TAKE 

AN ACTIVE PART IN MY CITY, COUNTY AND STATE AS A CITIZEN OF TREASURE 

GIRLS STATE. I SHALL PARTICIPATE CONSCIENTIOUSLY IN DISCHARGING MY 

DUTIES AND OBLIGATIONS AS A GOOD CITIZEN, OBSERVING THE BASIC 

PRINCIPLES OF FAIR PLAY, HONESTLY AND RESPECT IN MY DEALINGS WITH 

FELLOW CITIZENS AND COUNSELORS. 

 

MAY THE EXPERIENCES AT GIRLS STATE LEAVE AN INDELIBLE MARK AND 

MAKE ME MORE AWARE OF MY OBLIGATION AS AN AMERICAN CITIZEN. 
 

 

 

GIRLS STATE POEM 
 

Girl’s State was a land set aside for those who understand and care… 

A place reserved for those who love to live and give and share. 

The Girl’s state land was like no other place beneath the sky above… 

It’s only coin was kindness… 

Its only law was love… 

Friendship land can stretch for miles when good friends are apart… 

But sometimes it’s no larger than two people heart to heart. 

Girl’s State land was a land that’s rich in memories cherished faithfully by all… 

And the dreams that were born there will be remembered through every fall. 

Girl’s State had more love than other nations… 

Every day was friendship day – a day of celebration! 

And there’s no time like the present to reach out – take someone’s hand… 

And remember all the love we shared in Girl’s State land. 
 
Written by a 1980 Citizen of Girls State.  Adopted as the official Girls State Poem by the 1981 Citizens of Montana Girls State. 
 
 

  



 

Flag Raising Ceremony 
 

All citizens will assemble around the flag standard, stand erect with hands empty and at their 

sides. 

 

The city in charge of the ceremony will form two lines facing each other ending within five 

feet of the flag pole, becoming the color guard. The flag bearer advances down the aisle formed 

by the color guard, to the foot of the flag pole. The flag bearer turns and hands the flag to the 

color guard on the right, she prepares the rope and fastens it to the top of the flag while the guard 

at the left fastens the rope to the lower side of the flag. The flag bearer briskly hoists the flag 

while the “Call to Colors” is being played and the color guard and citizens salute. The flag bearer 

secures the rope and steps back. The Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag is repeated 

by all citizens followed by an appropriate song. The color guard and citizens then retire. 

 

Retreat 
 

At retreat all citizens will assemble around the flag pole. Color guard and flag bearer will 

advance in the same formation as in the flag raising ceremony. The flag bearer slowly lowers the 

flag while “Taps” is being played.  The color guard nearest the flag pole steps forward to catch 

each corner of the flag to prevent it from touching the ground. At this moment the citizens drop 

their salute which they have held since the flag started moving down the pole. The color guard 

folds the flag into a triangle and places it in the hands of the color bearer who leads off followed 

by the color guard, then the citizens. 
  



GENERAL RULES 
 

The government of Montana Treasure State is in the hands of the citizens themselves. However 

the Montana American Legion Auxiliary Girls State Committee feels that each citizen is 

responsible for her own behavior. 

We have established the following guidelines of conduct and expect the citizens of Montana 

Treasure State to abide by them. 

Those who violate these guidelines will be dismissed. Parent and school will be given full 

information regarding the citizen’s early dismissal. 

1. No citizen of Montana Treasure State shall be permitted to leave the grounds of Carroll 

College during the period of Montana Girls State except as follows: 

a. Organized group trips under the leadership of an official Montana Girls State 

Counselor 

b. In case of emergency and only with permission of the Director of Montana Girls 

State. 

2. Girls needing special travel permission to or from Montana Girls State, must have written 

permission from their parent or guardian, sent to the Director before the Session begins. 

3. Smoking is strictly prohibited. 

4. Each girl shall be responsible for the cleanliness/neatness of her room while at Montana 

Girls State. 

5. Any citizen who is ill or injured MUST report to the Nurse or the Director immediately. 

6. As guests of Carroll College we will observe all college campus rules and will take good 

care of all college property and equipment. No article of any kind shall be moved or 

changed from one room to another. 

7. All requests of any nature must go through the Director’s office for approval. 

8. Montana Girls State will NOT BE RESPONSIBLE for any telephone calls made on the 

phone within Carroll College. 

9. No girl will be permitted to drive a car while a resident of Montana Treasure State. If a 

delegate has driven a car to the session, she must deposit the keys with the Office Staff  at 

registration. 

10. All mail will be delivered to Guadalupe Hall and then distributed to each City Counselor 

for distribution. 

11. ALL campaign material MUST be removed after the election to which it pertains.  

Nothing shall be pinned, pasted or nailed on the walls or woodwork of rooms or halls 

within Guadalupe Hall. No campaign material can be displayed in Lower Commons, 

unless during the campaign rallies. 

12. Delegates are required to wear clothes appropriate for the activity involved.  Dresses, 

skirts or business attire are required for the Capitol and Supreme Court visits on Thursday 

and Friday of the week.  More formal attire and banquet appropriate outfits are required 

for the Inauguration on Friday night. 

13. Montana Treasure State will not be responsible for any items that are lost or stolen. 



 

 

MONTANA TREASURE STATE IS… 

Montana Treasure State is your residence for this week. Its government and its laws are yours 

and will operate as you direct. This mythical state can be as idealistic as you, the individual 

citizen, make it. Always remember that as long as the United States Constitution with its Bill of 

Rights, is our basic law, you, as a citizen, have power and influence. 

In organizing Montana Treasure State, you will be given an example of city and state 

government based upon Montana laws. All citizens will take part in government beginning with 

the cities in which you will reside. Each floor of the dormitory is a city and each wing is a 

county. Agate, Copper and Crystal cities are in Oro County; and Garnet, Granite and Sapphire 

cities are in Plata County. The boundary of Carroll College campus is also the boundary of 

Treasure State. 

The population of Montana Treasure State is the number of delegates registered for Girls 

State and  represent communities across the State of Montana. 

The two political parties are patterned after the two real life parties. Montana Treasure State 

has the Blue and the Gold parties. We hope you will be proud of your party affiliation and 

participate enthusiastically into your party activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



CONSTITUTION 

of 

MONTANA TREASURE STATE 
 

ADOPTED JUNE 1948 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CITIZENS OF Treasure Girls State through their Legislative 

Assembly that the following be the Constitution of Treasure Girls State. 

ARTICLE I 

Name 

The name of this organization shall be Treasure Girls State, sponsored by the American Legion 

Auxiliary, Department of Montana. 

ARTICLE II 

Purpose 

The purpose of  Treasure Girls State shall be to provide citizenship training for Montana girls of 

high school junior age; to afford them an opportunity to live together as self-governing citizens; 

and to inform them about the duties, privileges, right and responsibilities of American citizenship 

in order that they may understand and participate in the functioning of their government. 

 

Article III 

Eligibility 

Any high school girls in the Junior Class who resides in Montana is eligible to attend one session 

of  Treasure Girls State, provided she is sponsored by the American Legion Auxiliary or other 

sponsoring group approved by the Department of Montana American Legion Auxiliary. She 

shall have outstanding qualities of leadership and good citizenship. 

 

ARTICLE IV 

Meetings 

Treasure Girls State shall be held annually at such time and place as shall be designated by the 

Department Girls State Committee of the American Legion Auxiliary. 

 

ARTICLE V 

Amendments 

This Constitution may be amended by a majority vote of both Houses of the Legislature and by a 

majority of the votes cast on the amendment at any session of Treasure State, subject to the 

approval of the Department Girls State Committee. 

 

ARTICLE VI 

Oath of Office 

 

Officials of Treasure Girls State, before entering upon their official duties, shall subscribe to the 

following oath of affirmation: 



“I do solemnly swear that I will support the Constitution of the United States, the 

Constitution of the State of Montana and Constitution of Treasure Girls\State and will 

faithfully discharge the duties of my office at Treasure State according to the best of my 

ability.” 

 

ARTICLE VII 

Emblems 

 

1. The colors of Treasure State shall be Blue and Gold. 

2. The emblem of Treasure State shall be the Girls State Pin. 

3. The Treasure State Flower shall be the Bitterroot. 

4. The Treasure state Flag shall be the Treasure State emblem on a field of Blue. 

 

ARTICLE VIII 

Units of Government 

Treasure Girls State shall be divided into the following governmental units: Precincts, Cities, 

Counties and State. The boundaries shall be determined each year by the Department of Girls 

State Committee. 

Each city shall choose between Mayor-Council or City Manager-Commission form of 

government. 

To allow more time for State Government, there will be no practice of County Government. 

In the State there shall be elected the following officials: Governor, Lieutenant Governor, 

Secretary of State, Attorney General, Clerk of the Supreme Court, Public Service Commission, 

Supreme Court consisting of Chief Justice and four (4) Associate Justices. 

The powers of government of this State are divided into three distinct departments:   

Legislative, Executive and Judicial. No official of one of these departments shall exercise any 

power properly belonging to the either of the others. 

The Department Girls State Committee shall designate the duties of all officials. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 



 
 
 
 

CITY GOVERNMENT 

Good city government is very important. Although the State of Montana has first, second and 

third class cities, towns and unincorporated villages, Treasure State has only cities of third class, 

and adheres to the standard mayor-council or city manager form of government. 

 

Good city government is very important in real life. It is equally important at Montana 

Treasure State.  City government is where government really starts.  It is where we know our 

neighbors who represent us in government and to whom we can go to with problems. Therefore, 

we will start with City government. You will use the Mayor-Council form of city government 

(this format is chosen for ease of all citizens). 

MAYOR-COUNCILMAN/ALDERMAN PLAN 

The Mayor-Council plan, sometime referred to as the Alderman or Aldermanic plan, is the 

oldest and most prevalent form of municipal government in Montana. All but two first class 

cities, all second and third class cities, and all towns in Montana use this plan at the present time. 

 

Under this form of government, each city is divided into wards which are geographical 

districts with boundaries so drawn that there are approximately the same number of residents in 

each ward.  The votes in each ward elect two aldermen/city councilmen to represent their ward 

on the city council. The City council is the legislative body of the city. 

 

In addition to the aldermen from each ward, all mayor-council cities and towns elect a mayor 

at large to represent the entire city. Cities of the first three classes also elect at large a police 

judge and a city treasurer.  Important officials such as the city clerk, city attorney, police chief, 

fire chief, health officer, city engineer and other necessary officers may be appointed by the 

mayor with the advice and consent of the council. 
 
 

  



 

CAMPAIGN RULES 

1. ALL Campaign items MUST be made at Montana Treasure State in June. 

2. NO campaign material shall be posted in the dining hall, Lower Commons area or in 

O’Connell Hall. 

3. Masking tape or blue painter tape is the ONLY permitted tape allowed for hanging wall 

posters. Absolutely NO scotch tape!! Posters may not be taped on painted surfaces.  

Mirrors, wood, brick, the floor and the sidewalks may all be used. 

4. After each election, ALL CAMPAIGN MATERIAL MUST BE TAKEN DOWN!!!! 

5. Candidates may begin campaigning for a statewide office at NOON on Tuesday. 

CAMPAIGN PROCEDURES 

Montana Treasure State exemplifies the two-party system. The two political parties are the 

BLUE and the GOLD parties. 

 

Political parties give citizens a means of organizing for the purpose of influencing or even 

controlling government. They afford the opportunity of collective thinking and sincere 

cooperation in analyzing problems that affect the entire country. It is their responsibility to 

nominate candidates, formulate party policies (platforms), and arouse the interest of voters, raise 

funds for election campaigns and in other ways help candidates run for office. 

 

PARTY PLATFORMS 
The platform of a political party is a statement of the party’s goals (their preamble) and its 

position and recommendations on issues of the day (plank/planks). The planks may include 

general statements or specific suggestions for the new legislation or repeal of existing laws.  

Usually they do not contain proposals as to how these suggestions are to be carried out. The 

planks are grouped together under broad subject heading such as Education, Energy, Agriculture, 

etc. 

 

PARTY CAUCUS 
The word “caucus” means a meeting of members of a political party usually to do some party 

business such as nominate candidates, elect delegates or decide upon specific action. At Montana 

Treasure State our caucus will be devoted to organizing each party and to discussing the 

Legislative bills going before their Legislative Session. 

 

PARTY CHAIRMAN 

This is an important elected office in each party. The Party Chairman should not be a 

candidate for any other statewide office. The Chairman presides at party meetings and guides the 

activities of their party. 

 

 



 

PARTY CONVENTION 

A “convention” is a formal assembly convened of all that parties delegates/citizens. At 

Montana Treasure State we will have two party convention, one for the BLUE and one for the 

GOLD parties, at which time delegates of each party will listen to speeches from candidate who 

have filed for the following statewide offices: 

 Governor and Lieutenant Governor (who will run as 1 team) 

 Secretary of State 

 Attorney General 

 State Auditor 

 Superintendent of Public Instruction 

 Public Service Commission (5 seats) 

 Montana Treasure State Supreme Court: 

 Associate Justice (6 seats) – non-partisan 

 Chief Justice (1) – non-partisan 

 Clerk of Supreme Court 

 Girls Nation Senators (2) 

 

CAMPAIGN RALLY 

A campaign “rally” is just that, a gathering of the entire Montana Treasure State to listen to 

speeches of the candidates who are running for the above offices in the general election. It is at 

this time that each party will have up to, but no more, than 15 minutes to rally their own party 

together and create energy and excitement for their party. This is led by each Party Chairman and 

the Girls State Director. 

 

 

 
  



GIRLS STATE POEM 

I first was faced with freedom 

And thus I was burdened by fear, 

But I was taught to learn from example 

And question all I can’t hear. 

 

I then was burdened with Girls State, 

The BEST burden I’ll ever bear. 

So again I learned by example 

And I’ve many memories to share. 

 

I hate the mystery of darkness, 

So I investigate what I don’t know. 

Search and destroy all hidden evil, 

And expose what darkness won’t show. 

 

I love it when words are truly exempt, 

And feelings are shown through the heart. 

When you feel the love in a warning smile,  

Love that remains even after we part. 

 

In a thousand lifetimes I could never give back 

All that you’ve given to me 

You’ve taught me to learn, you’ve taught me to love, 

And when blind, you taught me to see. 

 

I’d describe Girls State as a family tree, 

Everyone has their own branch. 

But this family believes in letting us try 

When no one else gives us a chance. 

 

Upon arriving here I was merely a bud, 

You adopted me – You let me grow. 

I am a part of your important family, 

And it means more than you’ll ever know. 

 

I firmly believe that your roots run deep, 

And that your family will always be strong 

Even after this year’s leaving have fallen. 

And the winter is cold and long. 

 

So I thank you for all the love you have shown, 

And for the love of your family tree. 

You taught me more than you’ll ever know, 

When you taught me first to LOVE ME!  

Karla Humphreys – Sapphire City Mayor. Adopted by the 1993 Session of Montana Girls State 

  



NATIONALIST PARTY PLATFORM (Gold) 

AGRICULTURE  

 We recognize agriculture is of prime importance to the prosperity and growth of this state.  

 We urge state and national agencies to promote the development of practical, safe, and effective 

programs for the control of harmful weeds and insects. 

 We realize that the marketing of agricultural products is very important to our economy. We 

encourage further expansion of export markets, and the establishment of more international trade 

agreements. 

 Ownership of private land is an American heritage, and we do not condone any infringement on 

that constitutional right. 

 We urge that all uses of water be established under state water law. 

 

EDUCATION 

 We are dedicated to providing the best educational opportunities for all Montanans. 

 Montana education must be strengthened and made responsive in terms of today’s needs. 

 We will continue to seek fair and suitable funding for Montana’s public schools. 

 Schools should be administered at the local level. 

 Adequate financing of the Montana University system should be maintained. 

 Adequate financing of the state’s vocational education programs should be continued. 

 Adequate financing of the state’s special education programs should be continued. 

 

HUMAN SERVICES AND SAFETY  

 Government should provide assistance to those who are genuinely in need. Any welfare program 

should be implemented with the goal of making those involved self-sufficient. 

 We totally oppose the concept of national health insurance or universal health care. 

 We will seek to initiate means to control the costs of health care without sacrificing the quality of 

care offered. 

 We advocate the continued practice of returning the mentally ill to productive roles in society 

through appropriate support, care, and training. 

 We support the concept of local medical care that makes it possible for the older person to remain 

in their community or home, near to family and friends. 

 We support activities to eliminate from or highways those who drive under the influence of drugs, 

including alcohol. 

 We urge safe and wholesome working conditions for workers in Montana. 

 

BUSINESS, LABOR, AND INDUSTRY  

 All Montanan’s are entitled to the opportunity to work reasonable hours and earn adequate 

incomes.  

 We support the concept of equal pay for equal work. 

 We support legislation to prohibit the payment of unemployment benefits to strikers. 

 We believe a union member should have the right to refuse the use of any portion of his or her 

union dues for political purposes. 

 We support the concept of free enterprise. 

 Regulations and laws affecting Montana businesses must take into account the affect they will 

have on those businesses. 



 TAXATION 

 We support continued efforts to limit taxation and spending by state government. 

 

NATIONAL AFFAIRS  

 We believe in peace through strength, and the United States must be second to none in military 

preparedness, effectiveness, and efficiency. 

 We advocate pursuing negotiations with the Soviet Union and other nations concerning the 

control of nuclear arms, but totally oppose unilateral disarmament on the part of the United 

States. 

 We support the timely reduction of the federal deficit, and a Constitutional amendment for a 

balanced federal budget. 

 We support equal rights and equal opportunities for women. 

 

NATIONAL RESOURCES  

 We support development of Montana’s resources, with reasonable protection of the environment. 

 

FEDERALIST PARTY PLATFORM (Blue) 

PREAMBLE  

 Government has a legitimate and proper role to play in people’s lives. Good government is the 

way free people assure justice, promote economic development, improve their circumstances, 

protect their communities, educate their children and insure the existence of a public 

infrastructure in which all job opportunities can grow. 

 

AGRICULTURE  

 The family farmer and rancher are the backbone of America and must be preserved. It is critical 

that measures be taken to assure farmers and ranchers parity prices, protected by fair trade 

policies. 

 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  

 Montanans need jobs. It is the responsibility of government and the private sector to help foster a 

healthy economic climate. We support the maintenance and expansion of existing businesses and 

the development of new businesses appropriate to our environment and basic economy. 

 

EDUCATION AND CULTURAL RESOURCES 

 Quality public education is the cornerstone of our democracy and the foundation of our future. To 

this end, we pledge the fullest possible support for a stable level of funding public education: the 

school foundation program, higher education, the humanities and cultural development, and allied 

programs necessary for the citizens of Montana to reach their full learning potential. 



 

GENERAL AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

 We strive for wider citizen participation at all levels of government and support processes which 

facilitate that participation. 

 Local governments must assure that their communities are safe, decent, and livable. For necessary 

financing, we advocate optional taxing authority to allow determination of appropriate revenue 

sources consistent with the principals of equitable taxation. 

 

HUMAN RIGHTS AND SOCIAL SERVICES  

 We believe that equality is a right rather than a privilege and support an Equal Rights 

Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. 

 We respect the privacy of the family in the choice of whether to have children, and we encourage 

the availability of family planning programs and family life education programs that reduce the 

occurrence of unwanted pregnancies. 

 Comprehensive health care should be available at an affordable cost to all. 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

 We strongly support the principles and purposes of our environmental protection programs, 

policies and laws, including the Montana Environmental Policy Act, the Major Facility Siting 

Act, the air and water quality acts and the strip mine reclamation act. 

 

TAXATION 

 Tax policy should be guided by the following principles: equity, revenue stability and low tax 

rates. We adamantly oppose a general sales tax. 

 

  



MONTANA TREASURE GIRLS STATE GOVERNMENT 

 

STATE PARTY CAUCUS 

Each party will hold a State Party Caucus for the purpose of adopting a party platform, fill 

vacancies on the Party ticket and present candidates for State offices. All citizens MUST attend 

their party caucus. 

The order of business is as follows: 

A counselor will serve as temporary Chairman to start the caucus. 

1. Elect a permanent Party Chairman* 

2. Elect a Permanent Secretary* 

3. Reports of rules and recommendations and credential committees 

4. Amend party platform 

5. Introduction of Statewide candidates 

6. Speeches by candidates 

7. Make plans for state campaigns 

8. Fill any vacancies on the statewide ticket 

 

*In regular procedure, election of Permanent Chairman and Secretary is last in order of business 

because the Chairman and Secretary elected at the last convention would preside. 

 

**All citizens are given the opportunity of being a legislator in the House of Representatives or 

in the Senate, unless they are elected Treasure State officials. At least eight girls will have the 

opportunity to serves as lawyers for the Mock Court Trial. 

 

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS 

GOVERNOR 

The executive power of the State is vested in the Governor. As chief executive, the Governor 

exercises supervision over the agencies of the Executive branch. The Governor represents the 

State in its relations with the public, other jurisdictions and the various organizations of the 

states, such as the Federation of Rocky Mountain States, the Council of State Governments, and 

the National Governor’s Conferences. The Governor and the Lieutenant Governor run together 

on the same ticket. The duties and powers of the Governor consist mainly of the following: 

1. Administering the affairs of the State; 

2. Seeing that laws of the State of Treasure are properly and faithfully executed; 

3. Appointing all civil and military officers of the State; 

4. Approving legislation; 

5. Informing the Legislature of the conditions of the State; 

6. Submitting a biennial executive budget; 

7. Granting reprieves and pardons; 

8. Representing the State in relations with other governments, with the public, and with 

various organizations of the State; 

9. Signing or vetoing all bills passed by the Legislature. 

 



LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 

Acting Governor in the absence of the Governor or when requested by the Governor or in the 

event of the Governor’s prolonged absence. The Lt. Governor succeeds to the Governorship in 

case of vacancy; and duties delegated by the Governor and or by the Legislature. 

 

SECRETARY OF STATE 

The Secretary of State is charged with publishing all new constitutional amendments and 

storing all state records.  Registering of lobbyists, recording of trademarks, issuing of notary 

public commissions, and filing of financial disclosure statements of public officials are also part 

of the Secretary role. This official is next in line after the Lt. Governor to succeed the Governor. 

 

ATTORNEY GENERAL 

The Attorney General and the Department of Justice provide the legal services for the State 

and its agencies. In addition to advising state and county officials on legal questions, they 

provide legal representation for the State in court for the purpose of protecting citizens by 

enforcement of civil and criminal laws and through programs designed to provide for public 

safety. 

 

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

The Superintendent directs the activities of the Department of Public Instruction, which has 

the responsibility for the overall direction and supervision of public, elementary and secondary 

education in Treasure Girls state. 

 

STATE AUDITOR 

The primary role of the Auditor is to oversee the fiscal affairs of the State and to serve as the 

State’s Commissioner of Insurance. 

 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSIONER 

The PSC is responsible for keeping regulations and safety inspections of railroads, motor 

carriers, public utilities and pipelines. They serve on a board and act to protect the public from 

being taken advantage of. There are five commissioners elected to serve on the PSC Board.  

 

SUPREME COURT 

The Supreme Court functions in two ways: 1) as an appellate court or court of review, and 2) 

as a court of original jurisdiction. After a trial has been held in the district court, it takes a period 

of time before the Supreme Court, reviewing the case, writes its opinion. This is because the 

record of trial is usually long and involved.  It requires thorough examination to determine if any 

error was actually committed during the trial. 

As a court of original jurisdiction, however, the Supreme Court is usually called upon to act 

swiftly to prevent injustice or abuse in proceedings already underway in a district court. If 

required, the facts of the case will be considered in these proceedings so that justice may be 

determined and appropriate remedy ordered. 

There is a Chief Justice and five Judges on the Court. They are all elected on  non-partisan 

tickets. 

 

  



CLERK OF THE SUPREME COURT 

The Clerk of the Court preserves and files, by number and by name, all the cases and records 

sent to the Court. This person is also responsible for the bookkeeping work for the Court, and in 

general, assisting the Chief Justice in administrative matters. The Clerk is elected on a partisan 

ticket. 

 

GIRLS NATION SENATOR 

Two Montana Treasure State citizens will be elected to serve as Senators at Girls Nation.  

They will attend Girls Nation in Washington, D.C. These girls will run on separate, partisan 

tickets. 

Their duty is to work on a legislative bill to present at Girls Nation in July. 

  



 

STATE LEGISLATURE 
 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND SENATE 
 

Speaker of the House/President of the Senate have the following responsibilities: 

1. Maintain order and decorum: speak to the points of order in preference to other 

members; 

2. Decide on questions of order, subject to appeal to the Chamber; 

3. Provide direction for the Chamber; 

4. Name any members to perform the duties of Speaker; 

5. Act as floor leader during “Committee of the Whole;” 

6. Appoint member to serve as chairman during “Committee of the Whole.” 

 

Speaker Pro-Tem/President Pro-Tem has the responsibilities of the Speaker in their absence 

and the following: 

1. Serve on the Committees as appointed by the Speaker; 

2. Shall function in close cooperation with the Speaker from the floor and operate as a 

floor leader; 

3. Vote on all issues in her Chamber. 

 

Chief Clerk: 

1. Supervise all clerical business and printing of House/Senate materials; 

2. See that all records are properly kept; 

3. Keep accurate records of all legislative bills with their amendments promptly upon 

passage by the appropriate Chamber. 

 

Chaplain of the House/Senate: 
1. Shall offer an invocation at the opening of each day’s regular sessions, and at such 

other times as she may be requested. 

 

Sergeant At Arms for the House/Senate: 

1. Attend the House/Senate during its sessions, preserve order, and perform such other 

duties as assigned by the Speaker/President; 

2. See that no person is admitted to the House/Senate Chambers during its session other 

than the Chambers members; 

3. Announce and act as Official Escort to all messengers or special guests to the 

Chambers. 

 

Floor Leader (both Majority and Minority): 

1. Directs the flow of legislation before their chamber; 

2. Is responsible for calling for a caucus vote (a unanimous party vote); 

3. Maintains contact with counterpart in opposite Chamber; 

4. Discusses bills/legislation with committee chairmen to find out the committee’s 

discussions; and 

5. Maintains communication with the Speaker. 

 



Whip (both Majority and Minority): 

1. If a party caucus has decided to take a party vote, the Whip is to make sure every member 

of the party votes as decided; 

2. Takes messages to the Floor Leader about dissentions, concerns of members, etc. 

3. Keeps party members informed about what other officials have said, i.e. Governor,                 

Senators, etc.; 

4. Keeps the Floor Leader informed about members and their concerns; 

5. Works closely with the Floor Leader in directing the flow of legislation. 

 

Journal Clerk: 

1. Keeps an accurate record of who (which Representative) has said what, records who has 

offered amendments and which amendments, who recommend passage or failure; 

2. Is under the Chief Clerk’s supervision. 

 

Bills Clerk: 

1. Assists the Chief Clerk; 

2. Maintains accurate records of who said what, amendments and committee 

recommendations; 

3. Keeps all legislations in order before and after committee hearings, readies all legislation 

for the committee hearings. 

 

Reading Clerk: 

1. Responds to the Speaker as necessary; 

2. Reads the title and introduction of each bill as requested by the Speaker; 

3. Opens the microphones for Representative/Senators to speak. 

  



FUNDAMENTALS OF PARLIAMENTARY LAW 

 

 1.  Justice and courtesy for all. 

 2.  Do only one thing at a time. 

 3.  The majority rules. 

 4.  The minority must be heard. 

 5.  Each proposition is entitled to a full and free debate. 

 6.  The purpose is to facilitate action, not to obstruct it. 

 

 

GENERAL RULES FOR A MEETING 

 

USE OF GAVEL 

- two taps calls meeting to order 

- three taps, members stand during opening & closing ceremonies 

- one tap, to seat assembly 

  after the announcement of the result of a main motion after adjournment  

 

 

VOTING PROCEDURES 

 1.  Voice vote - “aye” or “no” 

 2.  Rising vote - by standing or raising of hands 

 3.  Secret ballot - written vote 

 

QUORUM:  Half or more of the active members. A quorum must be present for business to take 

place. 

 

SIMPLE MAJORITY:  Over half of the members voting is required for most votes. In case of a 

tie vote, the presiding officer can vote. 

 

2/3 MAJORITY:  Is required to limit the right of membership. A rising vote is needed to verify 

a 2/3 vote. 

 

MOTIONS:  A motion is a request that that business be brought before the assembly.   

  Main Motion 

- introduces the action, “I move………” 

- only one main motion can be addressed at a time 

- a motion must receive a second to have discussion on the motion 

- if no second, a motion dies 

 

After discussion, the presiding officer repeats the motion and calls for a vote. “All in favor, say 

aye, Opposed, no.” If the vote is close, a “division of the house is called”. The members stand 

and are counted. 

 

Subsidiary Motion - Amending a motion. Motion may be modified but not the main idea of the 

motion changed. Each amendment must be voted on before action can be taken on the main 

motion. 

 



Incidental Motion - Business to be disposed of before action can be taken on main motion. 

Example: “I move nominations close.” 

 

Privileged Motion - Action of Assembly. Example: take a recess or adjourn. 

 

 

 

PRESENTATION OF A MOTION: 

  1.  Member rises and addresses the chair. 

  2.  Member is recognized. 

  3.  Member states motion - “I move that……..” 

  4.  Motion is seconded (if required). 

  5.  Chair “states” the question. 

  6.  Discussion follows. 

  7.  Chair puts question to vote. 

  8.  Vote. 

  9.  Announcement of results of vote. 

 

 

TERMS: 

“Question” - Calling for the vote. 

 

“I move to postpone definitely”- to be brought up at future time. This must have second and 

voted on. 

 

“I move to postpone indefinitely” or “I move to table” - requires a second and a vote. Needs a 

motion to be brought before the assembly again. 

 

“I move for previous question” - needs a second and a 2/3 majority vote. 

 

“I move to refer to committee” - also is a way of moving discussion along. 

 

“I rise to a point of order” - if discussion isn’t according to the rules. 

 

“I withdraw the motion” author of motion may withdraw a motion before a vote is taken. 

  



PROCEDURE FOR HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND SENATE 

 

(NOTE: The actual rules of procedure used by the Legislature are very complex and may take 

years to master completely. The rules here are simplified to make your Girls State experience 

enjoyable, yet give you a “flavor” of the actual procedure used.) 

   I. OPENING SESSION 

 A.  ORGANIZATION 

1. The Gold Party will sit on the left of the Assembly facing the front as you enter the 

Chamber, and the Blue Party will sit on the right side. The Speaker and the Clerk of 

the House will sit at their positions at the rostrum, and the President and the Secretary 

of the Senate will sit at their positions at the rostrum. 

2. The Speaker of the House will preside over the House sessions, and when absent, the      

Speaker Pro Temper will preside. The President of the Senate will preside over the 

Senate sessions, and when absent, the President Pro Temper will preside. 

 

 B.  OATH OF OFFICE 

 

 C.  INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 

1. All bills must be introduced  in the opening session to allow sufficient time for action 

on the bill. 

2. A bill is introduced by a Representative or Senator signing the bill and giving it to the 

Clerk/Secretary of her respective house, upon the call of the Speaker/President. A 

Representative or Senator may solicit “Co-Sponsors”, who also sign the bill and 

thereby indicate their support for the bill. 

 

 D.  PROCEDURE FOR OPENING SESSION 

SPEAKER/PRESIDENT:  (raps gavel) “Members of the Assembly will please come to 

order. Will the members please rise for the Pledge of Allegiance and remain standing for 

the invocation by the Chaplain.” (Speaker/President leads Assembly in the Pledge and 

Chaplain gives invocation.) “The members will please be seated.” 

SPEAKER/PRESIDENT: “Members of the Assembly, the Clerk/Secretary shall now 

receive bills for introduction. All members wishing to introduce bills will please sign and 

deliver them to the Clerk/Secretary at this time.” (Speaker/President waits several 

minutes to allow members to file their bills.) 

SPEAKER/PRESIDENT: “Have all the bills been introduced? If so, the Clerk/Secretary 

will proceed with first reading of bills.” 



CLERK/SECRETARY: (The Clerk/Secretary reads the number, sponsor, and title for 

each bill introduced. Example: “House Bill No. 7, introduced by Representative Jane 

Smith, A Bill for an Act Entitled: 2018 Sales Tax Act”.) 

CLERK/SECRETARY: (After all bills are read.) “Madam Speaker, that completes first 

reading of bills”. 

SPEAKER/PRESIDENT: (The Speaker/President) assign each bill introduced to a 

committee. Example: “House Bill No. 7, introduced by Representative Jane Smith, is 

assigned to the Taxation Committee”.) 

SPEAKER/PRESIDENT:  “All bills have been assigned to committee. The House/Senate 

will be in recess to report to committees”. (Members will be instructed where to report 

for committee hearings.) 

  II. COMMITTEES 

A. A committee’s purpose is to study a bill in detail and recommend that it “Do pass” or 

“Do not pass” to the whole assembly. 

B.  PROCEDURE IN COMMITTEE 

1. A chairman and vice-chairman are elected. The chairman presides over the meeting, 

or when absent, the vice-chairman will preside. 

2. The chairman will read the bill number, sponsor and title, and ask the bill’s sponsor 

to explain the bill. The other proponents or opponents may address the committee. 

3. Committee members may then discuss the measure. 

4. After discussion, the chairman will entertain a motion to: 1) amend the bill, 2) Do 

pass, or 3) Do not pass. The committee then votes. 

5. Any amendments must be in written form. 

6. The committee’s action is recorded on a Committee Report, signed by the Chairman 

or Vice-Chairman, and filed with the Clerk/Secretary. 

7. The committee adjourns. 

  III. FLOOR SESSION 

SPEAKER/PRESIDENT: (Raps gavel) “Members of the Assembly will please be in order 

for the transaction of business”. 

SPEAKER/PRESIDENT:  “Order of Business #1: Messages from the Governor.” 

CLERK/SECRETARY:  (If received, read message.) If not, “None, Madam 

Speaker/President.” 

SPEAKER/PRESIDENT: “Order of Business #2: Messages from the other house.” 

CLERK/SECRETARY: “None, Madam Speaker/President.” 

SPEAKER/PRESIDENT:  “Order of Business #3: Adverse Committee Reports.” 

(Note: If a committee has issued a “Do not pass” recommendation the committee chairman 

or her designate must tell the assembly about the bill and why it is not recommended for 

passage. After the chairman speaks, others may speak for or against the committee’s 

decision. After debate, a vote is taken by the assembly to accept or reject the adverse 



committee report. If accepted, the bill dies. If rejected, the bill is transmitted to the other 

house for action.) 

COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN: (State bill number, sponsor and title, and tells why bill 

received a “Do not pass” recommendation, and why the assembly should support the 

committee’s decision.) 

SPEAKER/PRESIDENT: “Is there further discussion?” (Continues asking until all have 

spoken, then says:) “Seeing no further discussion, the question now arises on the adverse 

committee report on bill number…… All those in favor of the committee report, please 

stand.” (Votes will be counted.) All those opposed to the committee report, please stand. 

(Votes will be counted.) 

SPEAKER/PRESIDENT: “The adverse committee report has been accepted and the bill 

dies.” 

OR 

“The adverse committee report has been rejected, and the bill is now sent to the Senate/ 

House.” 

(This procedure is followed for each bill reported with an adverse committee report.) 

SPEAKER/PRESIDENT:  “Order of Business #4: Second reading.” (At this time the 

assembly resolves itself into a “Committee of the Whole” to give consideration to the bills 

which have received a “Do pass” recommendation from a committee. This is the 

opportunity for floor debate on a bill. Amendments must be of a grammatical nature only, 

otherwise the bill must be referred back to the standing committee for other amendments.) 

MAJORITY FLOOR LEADER:  “Madam Speaker/President, I move the House/Senate 

resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole for consideration of business on second 

reading.” 

SPEAKER/PRESIDENT: “You have heard the motion of the majority leader. All in favor, 

say AYE.” (Pause) “All opposed say, No. Motion carries.” (The Speaker/President then 

appoints a member of the House/Senate to act as Chairman of the Day for the Committee 

of the Whole. The Chairman of the Day takes the podium.) 

CHAIRMAN:  “Members of the Committee of the Whole will come to order. Members, 

you have for your consideration House/Senate Bill No…….The Clerk/Secretary will read 

the title of the Bill.” 

CLERK/SECRETARY: “House/Senate Bill No.…, sponsored by Representative/Senator 

__________, a Bill for an act entitled __________. 

CHAIRMAN:  “Members of the Committee, you have for your consideration House/Senate 

Bill No………. What is your pleasure?” 

SPONSOR OF THE BILL:  “Madam Chairman, I move that when this committee does rise 

and report after having under consideration House/Senate Bill No………, it recommends 

the same “Do Pass.” 

CHAIRMAN: “Proceed.” 



SPONSOR:  (The sponsor explains the bill and why it should be passed by the Committee.) 

CHAIRMAN:  “Is there further discussion?” (The Chairman then recognizes those who 

wish to speak on the bill, one at a time.) 

CHAIRMAN:  (After discussion.) “Seeing no further discussion, the question now arises 

on the motion on House/Senate Bill No….., that it be given a “Do pass” recommendation. 

All in favor of the motion please stand.” (Votes will be counted.) Those opposed please 

stand.” (Votes will be counted). 

CHAIRMAN:  “The motion passes.” (or fails) 

(This procedure used for all bills under consideration.) 

MAJORITY FLOOR LEADER: (After all bills considered) “Madam Chairman, I move the 

Committee rise and report.” 

CHAIRMAN:  “You have heard the motion of the Majority Leader that the committee rise 

and report. All in favor say AYE.” (Pause) “All opposed say No. Motion carries.” 

(The Chairman returns to her seat in the Assembly and the Speaker returns to the podium.) 

SPEAKER/PRESIDENT:  “The Clerk/Secretary will please read the Committee Report.” 

CLERK/SECRETARY:  (The Clerk/Secretary reads the results of the Committee action.) 

(Note: Normally, the assembly would then conduct third reading of bills, in which another 

vote is taken on each bill. However, third reading will not be conducted to simplify the 

process.) 

SPEAKER/PRESIDENT:  “Order of Business #5: Announcements.” (Speaker/President 

makes any announcements regarding the schedule and further standing committee action on 

bills passed by the other house.) 

(Note: After a bill has passed one house, it goes to the other house for review. Therefore, 

the standing committee and floor sessions will be used again to address these bills.) 
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